“AN ACT TO AMEND THE
CREATE A NATIONAL FOOD
ACT”

EXECUTIVE LAW OF LIBERIA TO
AND FEED QUALITY AND SAFETY

APPROVED: SEPTEMBER 17, 2019

.....

Y AUTHORITY
FOREIGN AFFAIRS

NROVIA, LIBERIA

PUBLISHED: OCTOBER 22, 2019







|

P il i U 2B st B suiER sl snlBE ol cnl N N ol ol N ol

An Act to Amend the Execut ve Law of
Safety Act of 2017

beria to create a National Food and Feed Quality and






‘TABLE, OF CONTENTS
PART ONE: GENERAL PROVISIONS Lo ericvircinments e saoescrceaseseass st sansasssssssosnsmasansen 5
""" Chapter One: Title..... OO ORI |
Chapter Two: Objectives and Scope ........ 5
Chapter Three: DefiHIOnNS . et creccescnien s s svst s e sesnasvesesassanrstaresess 5
PART TWO: PRINCIPLES OF FOOD LAW ..ot secsascsssasarasssnensssnsmsssnsnssnnesns 9
Chapter Four: Risk Assessment ..........loecveecerncnnns -9
Chapter Five: Risk COmMMUNICAHON. ...l eevierrsiuscnsesisersesssessaonemsnecenessasesaass srssrensasescossaeseason 10
- Chapter Six: Risk Management....a i eirmrsssrsmsissiesisssssssseascrmmesssssresssssmsss senmes essssesss 10
Chapter Seven: Activities Included in Risk ARalysis .o cnnnne 10
- Chapter Eight: Precautionary Principle ... et sesnresnsassssssnacn 11
Chapter Nine: TranSpareney. ..o v frserrrvssssssseesssnsas J11
PART THREE: GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR FOOD SAFETY ....ccocovveecnne 11
Chapter Ten: Food Safety Requirements ... cooececiensnnnens i1
— Chapter Eleven: Feed Safety ROQUITEIREIES ..o oeeeceeeesnaenesssismn e sorsosiosen s o csmsscsss e csarsseamssens i2
Chapter Twelve: Regulations regarding safety 0T f00d w..vvmrmoeeneceeecseee e i3
— PART FOUR: International Trade in Food and Feed ...t rceecencernmscneeeseenanens 14
Chapter Thirteen: Imported Food and Feed ..o 14
. Chapter Fourteen: Food and Feed exporfed from the Republic of Liberia .....ccvioecnccnsencseenas i4
PART FOUR: Licensing rereevtim e s b b mene s e eser s sesne s i4
_ Chapter Fifteen: Licensing of EStabHSBIMENTS «..euceeeeeeevi s recvencaenneesssesosecses i4
Chapter Sixteen: License Conditions .. fu i ienmrss et ssererseesssessssssesssessesnencs 13
~ Chapter Sevenieen: Suspension and Cancellation of License s
Chapter Eighteen: Fees for Award and Renewal 0f LicenSes . vmcvceeccemncnienes 15
18.1 An appropriate fee shall be payable to the Liberia Food Authority in respect of each
application for a license and each subseguent application for renewal of a license granted
under Chapter 15 of this Act. .ce.vvneens e 15
- PART FIVE: SAFETY RESPONSIBILITIES OF FOOD AND FEED BUSINESS
OPERATORS......... rereeesbestrrehe it RS SRR AR b R R SO 2R b S b bam e m e m s 16
. Chapter Nineteen: General Responsibility for Safety of Food and Feed .. 16
Chapter Twenty: Responsibilities with respect to food or feed not in compliance................ 16
— 2




Chapter Twenty-one: Requirements for Traceability of Food and Feeds....ooooervevvevenvcenanns 17
Chapter Twenty-two: Requirement for a System to Control Food Safety Hazards..ooeen..... 17
Part Six: Regulations of Food Quality ... oo e ettt et 18
Chapter Twenty-three: Scope of Regulation of Food Quality .18
Part Seven: Declarations and Labeling ... o e es s ere e e s raeresassenssssrrae 18
Chapter Twenty-four: Labeling, False agd misleading descriplions.. ..o rceroresonso s 18
Chapter Twenty-five: Official Control of Safety of Food and Feed .oooonoveeoeeeeeereeeeerennn. ig
Part Eight: General Principles of Inspection..uvrrencerecees - 20
Chapter Twenty-sever: Content 0f InSpECHONS .ooovvieeeeie e va s sesereeseecseemeecess e seraenee 20

Chapter Twenty-cight: Health and Hygi

........................................................

Chapter Twenty-nine: Sampling for Lab
Part Nine: Provisions for Official Control ¢
Chapter 30; Official Control of Food Qu

Chapter 31:General Principles of Inspecti

Chapter 32:Content of Inspections

.........

Part Ten: GENERAL PROVISIONS FOR
" Chapter Thirty-three: Action in Case of ¢
Chapter Thirty-four: Annual Inspection ]
Chapter Thirty-five: Laboratory Analysi
Part Eleven: Official Testing and Reference

Chapter Thirty-six: Accreditation of Official Testing Laboratories

Chapter Thirty-seven: Nomination of Re
Part Twelve: EMERGENCIES AND CRIS
Chapter Thirty-eight: Emergency Measu
Chapter Thirty-nine: General Plan for Cr

pratory Analysis .o 21
T FOod QUEILY cooveerececeeneceneecer e st eeenen e 21
ality 21
EOTE .oeocsuseresaresessirac cermeraeamsansameaman seseperaesssesnsssvreranen 21
...................... 21
OFFICIAL CONTROL OF FOOD ..o ecrecereeerannnes 22
Confraventions. 22
Program and REPOrt . ecrereereerececaesensesens 22
S OF SAMPIES oo e ccenere e saareanes 23
2 LabOTRAIOTIOS oo crccceinircrenis e rcreemenresenervesesenserans 23
23
ference Laborafories. .....imcnserromeecrersremmonsans 23
IS MANAGEMENT ....covvvermeeernecresmanessenessravssanes 24
res for Ensuring Safety of Food and Feed................ 24
isis Management .. e reasnaanen 24
Ecilitale 2 regnlar apdating of the Governnment of

Liberia and the population on focd safety matiers and actxongwhen there is a food safety crisis.
An Inter-Ministerial Food Safety Emergency Committee would comprise the three Ministers

of Health, Agriculture and Commerce

Additional Ministers or particular stake

th the Food Authority as secretary to said Commuttee.
holders may be invited, based on the nature of the




emergency, provided the essentials

of urgent action and iechmical expertise are both

considered. This commitice would meet as necessary in the case of a food safety crisis......... 24
Part Thirteen: FOOD AUTHORITY OF THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA oo 25
Chapter 40: The Food Authority ... erestuene s ia e enreeasasnaen 25
Chapter 41: Organization of the ABhOTITY ..o e eeeeees e 25
Chapter 42: Composition, Appointment and Terms of Board of Directors ..o 25
Chapter 43: Criteria for Appointment of Board of Directors Members..... . 26
Chapter 44: Duties of the Board of Dirgctors ... e 26
Chapter 43: DIreCtOr GENETAL..c.cir e e cenctesennnre e s areesermesseresasssesssssssasssn s s e 27
Chapter 46 Scientific COMMUIER ........fou s eceraeesessec v reeeesssssaseeeresseseeessoeeeee e eeeene 27
Chapter 47: Scientific Opinions 28
Chapter 48: Diverging Scientific Opinions......eerevenne. - 29
Chapter 49: Stakeholder Consultative FOTum coumaemmeeeceeeemesneresnn, 29
Chapter 50: Fees and BXPOISES ..o oeeererecerenrasssasassssrssssssesersssaesmesssesssesesessesssssesmommeesmns e 30
PART FOURTEEN: POWERS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF COMPETENT AUTHORITY 30
30

eLs ' 31

s of Authorized Officers and Members of Competent

................... .32

PART FIFTEEN: OFFENSES AND DEFENSES. 33
Chapter 54: Offenses....v.ceenmssesnrcncfrarmassscecssemsessenees 33
Chapter 55: Due Diligence Defense 23
Chapter 56: APPEELS ...cuvreeeersncrcssensmsad s eccccecscsesvssssasnsanns teasvereas s ransenseann s s rannens 33
PART SIXTEEN: NOMINATION OF COMPETENT AUTHORITY ....oeveieeneeceannaanes 34
Chapter 57: Nomination of Competent Authority. 34
Chapter 58: Food Control Advisory Cotmittee ........................... 34
PART SEVENTEEN: REPEALS AND MENTS 35
Chapter 59: Repeals and Amendments ... . 35




PREAMBLE

Whereas, the consumption of food is a unf

versal aspect of human existence;

Whereas, the right to enjoyment of life is assured to all Liberians as an integral promise

contained in our nation’s Constitution;

Considering, that the presence of food
confributes to its enjoyment;

that is safc and adequate is essemtial to life and

Whereas, a large number of health conditions can be caused, prevented, managed or otherwise

influenced by what and how we eat;

Whereas, international bodies including B

TAO, WHO and the WTO have derived a number of

international protocols, conventions and indices that set guidelines for food safefy and food

safety faws;

Whereas, the AU and ECOWAS have set up regional guidelines of best practices that enhance

food safety in their member nations.

Whereas, Liberia as a responsible membs
action for the adoption of comparable guide
nations resident or transiting in its territor
domestic use and sent out into internationa

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS HERERY 1

t of the international community is obligated to take
clines in order to protect its citizens and those of other
v by ensuring the wholesomeness of food products in
commerce;

NACTED BY THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA, IN LEGISLATURE ASSEMBLED:

PART ONE: GENERAL PROVISIONS

Chapter One: Title

This Act shall be cited as the Food Law of Liberia of 201 7.

Chapter Two: Objectives and Scope

This Act is to:
2.1 Establish the general principles to en
level. It shall institute the structures
Liberia;

ure safety and quality of food and feed at the national
and mechanisms for Food Safety in the Republic of

2.2 Apply to all activities and all areas of the safety and quality of foods and feeds affecting the
health of consumers. It shall apply to all stages of production, processing, and distribution
of food commodities, which are undertaken in the course of a food business.

Chapter Three: Definitions

For the purposes of this Act, these definitiops apply:




3.2

34

‘Faad® {mfﬁedsa@m&mm mmmmp’m@mmaﬁy
, mb@,mrmhiyexpmﬁnbemgestedby
used as mriment for homan consamption or use,
CVCTaPTS mmmmmmﬁrmﬁp@mm
lndes drink, chewing gum and amy substance, including
gde the food doring #s mamefoiare preparation or
the point where:
ﬁmad’mmmmﬁemmm
wiiich it emerges from the taps that are normally wsed for

312
313

3.14

“Food” shall mot include:

3.1.5 feed;

3.1.6 live animals unless they are prepared for placing on the market for human
consumption;

3.1.7 plants prior to barvesting;

3.1.8 medicinal products within the meaning of Liberia Medicines and Health Products

Regulatory Atxtimrzty of 2{}1 {;

"Eating pleee™ means an establishment other than a restanant, where food is sexved,
wiﬂaadmﬁmm & promises. The mmﬁxﬁm Mmmmm, school hmdz
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3.7

38

3.9
3.19
311

3312
3.13

3.4

315

.16

3.17

“Kestaurant™ means a public estabhishment where food is served, sold and eaten on the
premises. The term includes, but is not limited to, buffets, hinch rooms, funch couniers,
night clubs, bars, cafeterias, grillrogms, hotel dining rooms and cook shops.

“Authorized Qfficer” means any public officer designated by the competent anthority to
be an officer authorized under Chapter 52 of this Act.

“Competent Anthority” means the Liberia Food Authority.

“Establishment” means any premises engaged in placing food on the market, ncluding,
premises where products are prepared, processed (including slaughtered) packaged or
stored. It includes every place whre faod is pmpat:ed mixed, cooked, baked, smoked,
term inchudes but s not M

griblic ;

establishments.
“Feed business operator” means the natural or legal persons responsible for ensuring
that the requirements of this Act are met within the feed business under their control;
“Feed business” mesns any undertaking whether for profit or not and whether public or
private, carrying out any operation of production, manufacture, processing, storage,
transport or distribution of feed including any producer who produces, processes or stores
feed for feeding to animals on his own holding.

“Feed” (or feeding stuff) means any substance or product, including additives, whether
processed, partially processed or upprocessed, infended fo be used for oral feeding to
animals,
“Final consumer” means the ultimate consumer of a foodstuff who will not use the food
as part of any food business operation or activity.

“Foad business operator” means the natural or legal persons responsible for ensuring
that the requirements of this Act are met within the food business under their control.
“Feod business” means any undertaking, whether for profit or not and whether public or
private carrying out any of the activities related to any stage of production, processing
and distribution of food.

“Food guality” means the aggregate characteristios of a food product that bear on its
ability to satisfy the needs of final |[consumer. In the context of this Act this shall not
relate to characteristics, which affect|the health of the final consumer as determined under
Chapter 10 of this Act. It shall include characieristics relating to the economic interests of
the final consumer.

“Genetically Modified Organism |(GMO)” means any biological entity capable of
reproducing itself or {ransferring otic material, except the human species, whose
genetic material has been modified in a way which is produced neither naturally in the
environment nor by natural recombination.

“Hazard” means a biological, chemical or physical agent in, or condition of, food or
feed with the potential to cause an adverse effect on human health.




3.18

319

3.26

321

323

324

“Labeling”™ shall mean any words, particulars, fradesnarks, brand mame, pictorial matter
wmlmmmammmmmymawwﬁwam label, ring
“Noeed m”mmm food mgredients mm mﬁhﬁh&m been used for

Lo
3.19.3 foods and food ingredients containing or consisting of genetically modified

organisms;
3.184 foods and food ingredients produced from, but not confaining, genetically
maodified organisms;

E mi&em&c&” mesns the holding of food or feed for the purpose of sale,
mcﬁﬁdmgaﬁ‘mmgﬁ}rm&mmmfamafﬁamﬁr wh%Mﬁmofdwgeormt,
and the sale, distzibution, and ofber forms of transfey themselves endertaken

iended f@sskmﬂmdmmmmmfbfexpcft
Mmmysmg!cmﬁggmm&masmmiﬁe

mﬂm!m@mg - ;xomsmgoffoodaudﬂsﬁma@e&tﬁwpamtofsam
ma&h@mmﬁwﬁm’é 2 mmmw&,mmm
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327

3.29

3.38

a3

332

foliowing steps: (i} hazard identification, (ii} hazard characterization, (i) exposure
assessmient, and (iv) risk characterization.
Risk Assessment Policy means documented guidelines on the choice of options and

associated decisions for their appli
ﬂmtﬁzamnﬁam&gnyaf&c

options.
“Risk” means a fimction of the pro

that effect, consequential to a hazard.

other iegﬂmate factors, an :f nes

ﬁwwmmmmﬁwmmmimﬁ

d be, sciectmg appropriate preventmn ami cammi

ability of an adverse health effect and the severity of

3

“Stages of production, ;emccﬁsixﬁa and distribution” means any stage, including

import, from and including the pr
storage, transport, sale or supply|

ry production of a food, up to and including its
to the final consumer and, where relevant, the

importation, production, manufacture, storage, transport, distribution, sale and supply of

feed.
“Traceability” mean the ability to

trace and follow a food, food-producing animal or

substance intended to be, or cxpecteed to be incorporated into a food or feed, through all

stages of production, processing and

distribation.

PART TWO: PRINCIPLES OF FOOD LAW

Chapter Four: Risk Assessment

4.3

42

4.3

44

45

In order to achieve the general objec

life, measures applied under this Act

is not appropriate to the circumstanc

tive of a high level of protection of human health and
t shall be based on risk assessment except where this
es or the mature of the measure.

Risk assessment should be conducted in accordance with specific Regulations stating the
Principles Relating to the Role of Fpod Safety Risk Assessment and should incorporate
the four steps of the risk assessment, i.e. hazard identification, hazard characterization,

exposure assessment and risk charac

rization.

Risk assessment shall be done using the available scientific evidence and undertaken in
an independent, objective and fransparent manner,

The responsibility of conducting a risk assessment shall be functionally separate from the
risk management component in order to ensure the scientific integrity of the assessment.

Experts responsible for risk assessment should be selected in 2 transparent manner on the

basis of their expertise, experience,

and their independence with regard to the interests
9




involved. The procedures used to select these experts should be documented including a
public declaration of any potential conflict of interest.

4.6 The scope and purpose of the particular risk assessment being carried out should be
clearly stated and in accordance with risk assessment policy.

Chapter Five: Risk Communication

31  The Working Principles of Risk |Analysis require that the risk analysis process is fully
transparent and thoroughly documented and that the results are made available to all
stakeholders.

52  Risk communication shall ensure that:
= the Government of the Repub ic of Liberia

Chapter Six: Risk Management
6.1 Risk Mansgement shall ensure that:

6.1.1 Prevention and conirol measures taken to reduce, eliminate or avoid 2 risk to

health from the consumption of food shall take into account the resulis of risk

. assessment,
6.1.2 Such measures shall be effective, equitable and proportionate.

6.2  Risk management shall ensure that the appropriate prevention and control measures are
applied at the point of the feed and food supply chain where they can be most effective in
reducing or eliminating the risk

Chapter Seven: Activities Included in Risk Analysis
In addition to risk assessment, risk communication and risk management, risk analysis shall

mciude the foiiowmg acthtx&s

72
73
74 collating, mm&mg and sommarizing scientific and tochnical

datamtbaeﬁchkm!aﬁuﬁﬁ:%ofwdmdfmﬁs
7.5 ' .




7.6

Chapter Eight: Precautionary Principle

8.1

8.2

8.3

Chapter Nine: Transparency

g |

PART THREE: GENERAL REQUIRER

Chapter Ten: Food Safely Requirements

i8.1

Providing scientific and techni
Government, in relation to emerge

In specific circumstances where,

cal assistance, when requested to do so by the
ncy procedures referred to under Chapter 38 and 39,

following an assessment of available information, the

possibility of harmful effects on health is identified but scientific uncertainty persists, the

“Precautionary Principle” shall

be applied wherein provisional risk management

measures necessary fo ensure a hi

b level of health protection may be adopted, pending

further scientific information for ajmore comprehensive risk assessment.

Measures adopted on the basis of Bection 1 shall be proportionate and no more restrictive
of internal or external trade thanis required to achieve an appropriate level of health
protection, regard being had to techuical and economic feasibility and other factors

regarded as legitimate in the ma
within a reasonable period of tim

under consideration. The measures shall be reviewed
, depending on the nature of the risk to life or health

identified and the type of scientific information needed to clarify the scientific

mneertainty and to conduct 3 more

comprehensive risk assessment.

Where precautionary measures under Section 1 of this Chapter are implemented in good

faith and in accordance with Se
scientific uncertainty indicates that
Competent Authority shall not be
result of the measures.

ction 2 of this Chapter and subsequent removal of
they were not required fo ensure health protection, the
held liable for any subsequent losses incurred as a

There shall be open and transparent public consuliation, directly or through representative

bodies, during the preparation, ev

alustion and revision of risk management measures,

except where the urgency of the matter does not allow it for the protection of consumer

bealth,

Without prejudice to the applica
2010, whers there are reasonable
risk for human or animal health,
that risk, public authorities shall

e provisions of the Freedom of Information Act of

ounds to suspect that a food or feed may present a
n, depending on the nature, sericusness and extent of
e appropriate steps to inform the general public of the

nature of the risk fo health, identifying to the fullest extent possible the food or feed, or

type of food or feed, the risk that
about to be taken to prevent, reducs

it may present, and the measures which are taken or
: or eliminate that risk.

HENTS FORFOOD SAFRTY

Foud shall not be placed on the market if it is unsafe.

16.2 Food shali be deemed to be unsafe if i is considered to be:

10.2.1 Injurious to healih;

11




183

164

i8s

186

7

13

10.2.2 Unfit for human consumption;

In determining whether any food fs msafe, regand shall be had;

193.1 Toﬂmmmmlcmxiﬁimssfmafﬂmfwdhyﬁeﬁm&mmmdmm
fo the final consumer, inchyding infonmation on the

gﬁmaﬂyavadaﬁkmﬂmﬁnﬂmmmemmg

TEISE hmﬁhc&‘adsﬁnmapmlmm:wcamgmy

food s infurions fo health regard shall be bund;
ninediate or short-ferm and long-ferm effects of that

16. 4.2 to the pmbab!e; cumulative toxic effects;
16.43 to the particular health sensitivities of a specific category of consumers, where the
food is intended for that category of consumers

Food which complies with specific regulations governing food safety shall be deemed to
be safe insofar as the aspects covered by the specific regulations are concerned.

Mmafmdwhidxhasbmmmtsﬁﬁ}mgﬂmﬁmﬁmfﬁymmw
pmtufaba&b,%ntermggnmaffmdofﬁmmchmmdmmpﬁm i shall be
piwmmdihztaﬁafﬁmﬂwdm that batch, lot or consignment is so affected, vnless
following z detailed assessment inclading scientific testing, these is po evidence that the
rest of the batch, lot or consignment fails to salisfy the foed safety requirement.

12




114 Feed which complies with specific regulations governing feed safety shail be deemed to
be safe insofar as the aspects covered by the specific regulations are concemed.
11.5 Conformity of a feed with specific provisions applicable to that feed shall not bar the

Competent authority from taking appropriate measures to impose restrictions on it being
placed on the market or to require its withdrawal from the market where there are reasons

to suspect that, despite such confo

v, the feed is unsafe.

Chapter Twelve: Regulations regarding safety of food

At the request of the Competent Authority, the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Agriculiure or

cartying out of commercial ope
intended to come into contact with

the Ministry of Commerce may by regulation make provisions for:

12.1  requiring, prohibiting or reguiati?lg the presence in food or feed of any specified
substance, or any substance of gny specified class, and generally for regulating the
composition of food or feed;

12.2  securing that food is fit for human consumption and meets such microbiological or other
standards as may be specified by or under the regulations;

12.3  requiring, prohibiting or regulating the use of any process or freatment in the preparation
of food or feed;

12.4  securing the observance of hygienic conditions and practices in conoection with the

. carrying out of cornmercial with respect to food and feed;

12.5 imposing requirements or prohibitions as to the labeling, marking, presenting or
advertising of food, the descriptions which may be applied to food, and the language
used;

12.6 securing the observance of hygienic conditions and practices in connection with the

tions with respect to contact materials which are
food intended with human consumption;

12.7 the application of internal systems applied by food business operators for ensuring the
safety of food placed on the market by them;

12.8  ensuring that the safety measures applied to imported and exported food and feed are at
least equivalent to those foods produced within the Republic of Liberia;

12.9 prohibiting, or limiting subject to specified conditions ~—

12.9.1 the sale for hurman consumption; or

13




" Food and foed imporied into the Republi

12.9.2 The wvse in the manvfactime of products for sale for such consumption of food
derived from specific food or feed sources, however defined, whether by species,
place of origin, nature, subsequent treatment or other characteristic.

12.1¢ Regulating the treatment and disposa! of any food —

12.10.1 Which is unfit for human consumption; or

12.10.2 Which fails to comply with the regulations; or

12.10.3 Which, though not unfit for human consumption, is not intended for, or is
prohibited from being sald for, such consumption.

12.11 For matters with respect to food or feed as appears to be necessary for the purpose of
ensuring that such food or feed complies with food safety requirements or in the interest
of the public health.

1Z2.12 Prohibiting or regulating the placing on the market of novel foods or for defining
procedures for approval prior to placing on the market of any such foods.

1213 Matter relating to any other issues deemed necessary for the implementation of this Act.
PART FOUR: INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN FOOD AND FeED
Chapter Thirfeen: Imported Food and Feed

- the relevant requircments of this Act; or, where

of Liberia and the exporting country, imports

Chapter Fourteen: Food and Feed exported from the Republic of Liberia

Food and feed exported or ro-exported ﬁ'ctm the Republic of Liberia for placing on the market of
another country shall comply with 15 it food safely requirements of this Act, umless
otherwise required by the % e Evpodting couniry or established by the laws in force

PART FOUR: LICENSING

Chapter Fiftecn: Licensing of Establishments

15.1 The Liberia Food Authority may }Ennfome regulations made under the powers granted in
Chapter 12, the classes of establishment, which shall be subject to a license granted under

this Act.

4




15.2

Chapter Sixtecn: License Couditions

16.1

16.2

16.3

A license granted in accordance
authorize that establishment to st
defined period and for such produ

Every establishment requiring a

with Section (1) i respect of an establishment shall
ore, process, package or place food on the market for a
cts and processes as may be specified in the license.

icense under this Act shall be subject to any general

operating and management requirements which may be prescribed by the Authority,

including conditions refating to:

16.1.1 The design, layout and construction of premises

16.1.2 The design and constructign of any equipment used, including means of transport
16.1.3 The conduct of any person entering area in which food or feed is handled

16.1.4 The design and application of internal system for ensuring the safety of food

placed on the market.

In specifying any conditions applied {o the award of a license the Authority may make

reference to existing legislation.

Where it is considered o be expe
any license granted in accordance
notice by the written order of the

dient for ensuring the safety of food, the conditions of
rith Chapter 15 may be varied at any time and without
mpetent authority.

Chapter Seventeen: Suspension snd Capcellation of License

17.1 Any license granted in accordance/with Chapter 15 may be suspended or cancelled at any

time and without notice by the writien order of the competent authority:

17.1.1 Where an establishment

venes this Act or any regulations nrade thereunder

or in contravention of any of the conditions of the license.
17.1.2 Where such action is deempd necessary or expedient for the purpose of protecting

public health,

Chapter Eighteen: Fees for Award and Renewal of Licenses

181 An appropriate fee shall be payable to the Libera Food Authority in respect of each

18.2

183

application for a license and each
under Chapter 15 of this Act.

subseguent application for renewal of 2 license granted

The schedule of fees shall be prescribed by the Liberia Food Authority and will be
published annually by the Competent Authority.

Fees received by the Liberia Food |Authority under this Chapter will be used to cover the
costs or part of the costs of the official control of safety and quality of food and feed.

15




PART FIVE: SAFETY RESPONSIBILITIES OF FOOD AND FEED BUSINESS
OPERATORS

Chapter Nineteen: Gemeral Responsibility for Safety of Food and Feed

19.2

erators and cstablishments st all stages of production,

m the besinesses under their coptrol shall be responsible
fm'mgringtbmﬁmdsmfwism be placed on the market satisfy the requirements of this
Act and regulations made snder it which are relevang fo their activities.

Food and feed business operators shall verify that such requirements are me.

Chapter Twenty: Responsibilities with respect (o food or feed not in compliance

8.1

vz

n3

28.5

mmmwafmmdmmmmw
limits of s rw-ec activities

cmﬁn’inﬁmgtoﬁmof :
necessary to trace a food or feed, cooperating in the action taken by pmduccrs

processors, manufacturers and the Competent Authority.

aﬁodmfeedwhwhﬁlmphwdmﬁwmﬁet
mybefnéﬂrmmhmm&wﬁ& erators shall inform the Competent Authority of the

froa! copsumer and shall not prevent or discourage any
with national law and kepal practice, with the
pmmgmdmeore!mnateamkansmgﬁma

Food or feed business operators shall collaborate with the Competent Authority on action
taken to avoid or reduce risks posed by a food or feed which they supply or have
supplied.

16




Chapter Twenty-one: Requirements for Traceability of Food and Feeds

211

212

213

214

21.8

The traceability of food, feed, food-producing animals, and any other substance intended
to be, or expected to be, Incorporated into a food or feed shall be established at all stages
of production, processing and distribution.

Food and feed business operators|shall be able to identify any person from whom they
have been supplied with a food, feed, 2 food-producing animal, or any substance intended
to be, or expected to be, incorporated into a food or feed. To this end, such operators shall
have in place systems and procedures which allow for this information to be recorded and
made available to the Competent Authority on demand.

Food and feed business operators shall have in place systems and procedures to identify
the other businesses to which theirjproducts have been supplied. This information shall be
made available to the Corapetent Authority on demand.

Food or feed which is placed on the market or is likely to be placed on the market shall
be labeled or otherwise identified through relevant documentation or other information to
ensure ifs fraceability.

Iterns, which by resson of use shall come into contact with food or have a high likelihood
of getting into contact with food are covered by the rules of traceability described in this
Chapter.

*Chapier Twenty-twe: Reguirement for ¢ System to Control Food Safety Hazards

22.1

22.2

Food business operators and establishments shall implement a system of controls within
their operations based on the following principles:

22.1.1 Identification of food safety hazards associated with their products and processes,
and identification of critical points in their establishment on the basis of the
manufactaring processes used;

22.1.2 Establishing and implementing methods for monitoring and checking such critical
points, and for taking corregtive actions to prevent or minimize the risk of hazards
arising;

22.1.3 Taking sampies for analysis for the purpose of checking, cleaning and disinfection
methods and for the pwpose of checking complisnee with the food safety
requirements established by this Act and regulations made under this Act.

22.1.4 Keeping a written record jor a record register in an indelible fashion of the
preceding points with a wiew to making them available to the Competent
Autherity. The results of the different checks and test will be kept for a peried of
at Jeast two years.

to Section 1 of this Chapter reveal the existence of a
th of consumers then the food will be considered 1o
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be not in compliance with the foad safety requirements of this Act and shall be treated as
such vnder the provisions of Chapter 20.

PART SiX: REGULATIONS OF FOOPR QUALITY

Chapter Twenty-three: Scope of Regulation of Food Quality

23.1  Operators of food businesses and consumers shall generally be permitted to buy and sell

232

o 233

food of any quality provided thatithe requirements of this Chapter and Chapters 19 io 22
inclusive of this Act, and regulations under this Act are met.

Notwithstanding Section 1 of this|Chapfer, the Authority may enforce regulations relating

to the quality of food and feed where necessary:

23.2.1 to prevent:
23211 Fraudulent or deceptive practices;
23212 The adulternti
23213 Any other practices which may mislead the final consumer.

23.2.2 To otherwise protect the

23.2.3 To allow consumers to make informed choices in relation to the foods they

consume,
23.2.4 Without prejudice to the economic interest of the final consumer, in the interesis

of introducing order to the marketing of food
Regulations introduced under this Act may establish detailed requirements relating to the:

23.3.1 Classification, grading and denomination of food
23.3.2 Organoleptic properties and composition of food

23.3.3 Types and quantities of raw materials, additives and other materials used in the
primary production and processing of food
23.3.4 Nature of the technological procedure which are applied in primary production

and processing
23.3.5 Origin of the food or ingred

lients used in food

23.3.6 Any additional daia or specific indications which should be specified in product

declarations, labels or such

other documentation as deemed appropriate.

PART SEVEN: DECLARATIONS AND LABELING

Chapter Twenty-four: Labeling, False and misleading descriptions

24.1  All pre-packaged foods shall be labeled.

242 The labeling and methods for labeling used must not:

24.2.1 Be such as could mislead the purchaser to a material degree, particularly:

i8




24.2

24.3

24.2.1.1
nature, identity,

As to the characteristics of the foodstuff and, in parficular, as to its

properties, composition, quantity, durability, origin or

provenance, mathod of mamufacture or production;

242.1.2 By atiributing
possess;

the foodstuff effects or properties which it does not

24.2.13 By suggesting that the foodstuff possesses special characteristics when
in fact all similar foodstufls possess such characteristics.

24.1.2 Subject to specific regulations as may be introduced regarding foodstuff for
particular nutritional uses, atribute to any foodswff the property preventing
treating or curing a human disease, or refer to such properties.

24.1.3 Bein a language other thay

English unless accompanied by 2 statersent in English

of mformation required by this Act or regulations made thereunder.

The prohibitions or restrictions referred to in Section | shall also apply to:

24.2.1 The presentation of foodstuffs, in particular their shape, appearance or packaging,

the packaging materials us

d, the way in which they are arranged and the setting

in which they are displayed;

24.2.2. Advertising.

Regulations shall be made fo provide for:

24.3.1 Requiring certain informatjon regarding food to be declared on the label where
the food is pre-packaged or by another means in the case of other food
24.32 Requiring certain information regarding other foods to be declared in any other

manney

24.3.3 Prohibiting specific claims or types of claim regarding food
24.34 Establishing common meapings of the name under which food is placed on the

market,

Chapter Twenty-five: Official Control of Safety of Food and Feed

25.1 Official control of safety of food and feed shall comprise one or more of the following
operations followed by any consequential actions under Chapter 33.

252

25.1.1 Inspection;

25.1.2 Sampling and analysis;
25.1.3 Medical examination and i
25.1.4 Examination of written and
25.1.5 Examination of the records
25.1.6 Licensing of establishments

pection of staff health and hygiene;
documentary material;
described in Section 22.1.4;
under Chapter 15

The Liberia Food Authority established by Chapter 40 shall be the Competent Authority

responsible for the implementation

of official controls under this Chapter.
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— PART EAGET: GENERAL PRINCIPLES OF INSPECTION
Chapter Twenty-six: Inspection
26.1  Inspections for official contro] of safety of food and feed shall be carried out:

26.1.1 Regulatly and according to priorities determined by risk assessment;
26.1.2 Where non-compliance is suspected.

262 Inspections shall be carried out usi g means proportionate to the end to be observed.

26.3 Inspections shall cover all stages of production, manufacture, import into the Republic of
Liberia, export, processing, sto transport, distribution and retail trade,

264  Wherever practicable, inspection shall be carried out without prior warning.

preparation and production of food and feed;
27.1.3 Semi-finished food:

27.2  The operations enumerated in Section 1 above may, where necessary, be supplemented
by:

2?‘23 ‘Heaory
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36.2 Condrol shall be undertaken through

Chapter Twenly-eight: Health and Hypiene Iuspection of Persons in Contact with Food
and Feed

Z8.1 Persons who handle food and fegd products or materials which come info contact with
them shall be subject to a hygiene inspection, including a periodic medical examination
with frequency and content 1o be prescribed by regulation.

282 The inspection referred in Section 1 of this Chapter shall establish whether such persons
comply with regulations concerning health status, personal cleanliness and clothing.

Chapter Twenty-nine: Sampling for Laboratory Apalysis

Samples of food and feed and other subsiances and materials used in the production, processing,
packaging and placing on the market of food and feed may be taken by the Competent Authority
for analysis to provide information for the purposes of official control of safety of food and feed.

Part Ning: PROVISIONS FOR OFFICIAL CONTROL OF Foop QUALITY

Chapter 38: Official Control of Food Quality

30.1 Control shall comprise one or more of the following operations followed by any
consequential actions under Chapter 34.
30.1.1 Inspection;
30.1.2 Sampling and analysis;
30.1.3 Examination of written and documentary material.

gut the supply chain.
Chapter 31: General Principles of Jnspecti

31.1 Inspection for official control of fgod quality shall be carried out:

31.1.1 Regularly;
31.12 Where non-complance is suspected.

31.2 Inspections shall be carried ount using meaus proportionate to the end to be observed.

31.3 Whenever practicable, inspections shall be carried out without prior warning.

Chapter 32: Content of Inspections

32.1 Inspections for official control of food quality shall include an investigation by an
authorized officer of:
32.1.1 The composition of finished food products;
32.1.2 Veracity and compliance of labeling, declaration aund claims regarding food;
32.1.3 Conditions of primary production and processing insofar as they relate to food

quality

21




322 The operations enumerated in Section 1 may, where necessary, be supplemented by:

323

Parr TEN: GENERAL PROVISIONS F

32.2.1 Interviews with the food business operator and with persons working for that
undcxtakmg

by the Competent Authorily, with iis own instruments,

iy by&m&kmg;
itien and documentary materis! held by food and feed

Samples of food may be taken for the purposes of analysis to provide information for the
purposes of official control of feoifuahty

R OFFICIAYL, CONTROL OF FOOD

Chapter Thirty-threes Action in Case &l Contraventions

Wim i A0 o 2 e Ao pfay ,;';“t S Q}f&ﬁs ﬁﬁ,
be shall v memn@mm@wﬁ m&&nmymmszm
on behalf of the Competent A ensare tut the contravention is comected by the food
business operator.
Chapter Thirty-four: Annual Inspection Pregram aud Report
34.1 The Food Authority shall prepare an annual program of official control activities,
specifying:
* 34.1.1 The number and type of i ions to be carried out;
34.1.2 The criteria applied in drawing up the program.
342 The Food Authority will prepate an annual report on official control activities,
specifying:
34.2.1 The number and type of inspections carried out in relation to the program;
34.2.2 The number and type of inffingements identified; and
3423 Actions taken in the case of|non-compliance
M3 ousibilities to other bodies vnder Chapter 57(5)
ﬁwmﬁmmwmm 1and 2 of
34.4 The annual program and annual reports of the Food Authority shall be subject to the
approval of the Board.
The annual programs and annual plans approved under this Chapter shall be published by

. 345

the Food Authority.
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Chapter Thirty-five: Laboratory Analys

35.1

352

353

354

355

Pary ELEVEN: OFFICIAL TESTING AND 12

s of Samples

Samples collected for analysis under Chapter 29 and 35 for the purpose of official control
shall be analyzed by an official testing laboratory designated by the Food Authority,

Official testing laboratories may be either private or public sector bodies.

Samples collected under Chapter 29 and 35 for the purpose of official control shall be
selected and transmitted to the official laboratory by an authorized officer of the Food
Authority or a body to which responsibilities have been delegated.

The costs of the analyses will be borne by the Food Authority or the body to which
respousibilities have been delegated

The Food Authority shall maintain and publish a list of the official testing laboratories
authorized for different types of analysis in connection with office confrol. This list shall
be published annually in the Official Gazette of the Republic of Liberia.

FERENCE LAEORATORIES

Chapter Thirty-six: Accreditation of Offigial Testing Laboratories

36.1

362

36.3

36.4

365

The official testing laboratories nominated by the Competent Authority for the purposes
of analysis in support of official control must comply with the General Requirements for
the Competence of Calibration and Testing Laboratories laid down in ISQ Standard
17025.

Deteiled regulations for the assessment and accreditation of officisl testing laboratories
will be established by international standards and the national quality infrastructure.

The accreditation and assessment of testing Iaboratories referred to in this Chapter may
relate to individual tests of groups of tests.

The testing laboratorics nominated by the Competent Authority will participate in

appropriate proficiency testing schemes.

Any deviation in the way in which standurd refored @ In Secfion 1 & applied shali be
appropriate and shall be adopted only with the specific approval of the Competent
Authority.

Chapter Thirty-seven: Nomination of Reference Lahoratories

371

For each test required for the purposes of official control of food and feed safety or food
quality, the Competent Authority responsible for official control shall nominate one
laboratory as a reference laboratory for that test.
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PART TWELVE: EMERGENCIES AND CRE
Chapter Thirty-eight: Emergency Measu

38.1 Food safiety risks tend to be 4

3231 Ao pstilndions] o

372 Reference laboratories nominated under this Chapter shall be responsible for the
following duties:

c m!yw:fbrﬁsepmpnseafoﬁicm? confrol |
m&dmgtimoﬁ‘amgaf&ammgmd other services,

-avoratories to the Competent

peposes of officis! contiol

ess mmmm&mwm?m&cmﬁym
S 5 gxﬁsmm&:ﬁm&aﬁ'p&ﬁwﬂmm%m

38.2 During periods of economic “down turns” there is the tendency 1o engage in undesirable
food safety practices along the food chain. As emergency preparedness measures, Government
shail:

38.2.1Strengthen collaborative mechanisms to address the current approach to food safety
in times of disasters and emergencies;

38.2.2 Monitor food safety standaﬁs by applying appropriate risk assessment Measures;

38.2.3 Provide the necessary resources to address basic food safety requirements during
disasters/femergencies;

38.2.4 Develop appropriate food safety systems to address emerging food safety risks.

Chapier Thirty-nine: General Plan for Crisis Management

Liberia and the popu
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PART THIRTEEN: FOOD AUTHORITY

Chapter 48: The Feod Authority

40.1

40.2

406.3

40.4

Chapter 41: Organization of the Authon

41.1

Chapter 42: Composition, Appointment

42.1.

42.2

42.3

expertise are both considered. This committee would meet as necessary in the case of a

food safety crisis.

It is hereby established under this
The Food Authority of Liberia.

OF THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA

Act, an autonomous agency 1o be known and called

The Authority is a legal person established under the Executive Branch of the

Government of Liberia.

The Authority shall be financed from the national budget, by fees charged for approval of
establishments and from grants, aid and the like.

The Anthority reports to the Presid

The Authority shall comprise:

41.1.1 A Board of Directors;

nt of the Republic of Liberia

ity

41.1.2 A Director General and his pr her staff
41.1.3 A Stakeholder Consultative Forum;

41.1.4 An independent Scientific ¢

The Board of Directors shall be
President, and shall include:

42.1.1 Chatrperson

42.1.2 Director General of the Au
42.1.3 One representative of prim

ommitice.

and Terms of Board of Directars

comprised of seven (7) members appointed by the

Ority
food producers

42.1.4 One representative of the totirism and hospitality sector
42.1.5 One representative of the transport and distribution sector
42.1.6 One representative of a Consumers’ Association

42.1.7 One representative 1o be cha

Members of the Board of Directors
be renewed once.

The Board of Directors may invite
and technical competence to partici
be without voting rights.

sen by the President

shall have a term of office of three years, which may

pther individuals of recognized prestige and scientific
pate in the work of the Board. Such individuals will
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. 44.1.5 Ensure that the Authority cg

Chapter 43: Criteria for Appointment of Board of Directors Members

43.1 In considering the appointment o
shall:

[ the Board of Directors of the Authority, the President

43.1.2 Consider whether any pe
interest which is likely to prejudice

on it is proposed fo appoint has any financial or other
the exercise of his duties.

Chapter 44: Duties of the Board of Divects
44.1  The Board of Diirectors shail:

44.1.1 Make decisions by a majori

casting vote

44.1.2 Approve and ado mfesnet roles of the Authodty and s
component parts including fis ﬁwnm}mafpme

4413 &M the Aot cyiril mgaﬁ&%mn which Sﬁﬁﬁﬁ% the procedore
drawing up and the Anthority”s budget for finencing from the State
Budget

44.1.4 Meet at the invitation of the Chairperson or the Director General or at the request
of at least one third (34) of its members.
ies out its functions and performs the tasks assigned

&w&u&mﬁy’smﬁmﬁf work for the subscquent

to it under this Act.

44.1.8 Adopt, before bming 23

tings of the Board of Dioctos, the. Sciouifre
; Cmﬁx&zw?mmmﬁx&ngﬁemim&s
! mﬁesofﬂmﬂmxd&ﬁ)he%smﬁﬁmﬁnmcia&

regulation of the Auﬂ:mnty
44.1.10 Define a code of ethics for authorized officers and members of Competent
Authorities which inter alia defines conflicts of personal and professional interest.

44.2 The Authority shall provide the Secretariat to the Board.
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Chapter 45: Director General

45.1

45.2

453

454

45.5

45.6

45.7

The Director General and Deputy
alter consideration and inferview
by the Board of Directors, the

¢ Director General will be appointed by the President
of a list of qualified candidates selected and proposed
Minister of Health and the Minister of Agriculture,

following a call for expression fmﬁ candidates published in the national media.

The tenure of Director General

(5) years which shall be rencwable.

The Director General and Dep
majority of the Board of Directors
The Director General shall be
responsible for;

45.4.1 The day-to-day administra
45.4.2 Drawing up a proposal for
45.4.3 implementing the work

Directors;
4344 Epnsuring the provision o

Deputy Director General will be for a period of five
Director General may be removed from office by a
e legal representative of the Authority and shall be
on of the Authority;

& Authority’s work program;

appropriate scientific, technical and administrative

support for the Scientific Committee and the Scientific Panels;

45.4.5 Ensuring that the Autho

requirements of this Act;

ity carries out its tasks in accordance with the

45.4.6 The preparation of the statement of revenue and expenditure and the execution of

the budget of the Authority]

454.7 Ensuring that the Authority is adequately staffed for the performance of its

functions;

45.4.8 Developing and maintaining contact with relevant ministries and agencies.

Each year, the Director General sh

I submit to the Board of Directors for approval:

45.5.1a draft annual report covering all the activities of the Awthority for the previous

year;
45.5.2 Draft programs of work;

45.5.3 The draft annual accounts for the previous year;
45.5.4 The draft budget for the coming year.

The Director General shall, following adoption by the Board of Directors, publish the
annual report and the programs, accounts and budget and shall submit them to

Government.
The Director General shall approve

ali financial expenditure of the Authority and report

on the Authority’s activities fo the Board of Directors.

Chapter 46: Scientific Committee

46.1  The Scientific Committee shall be responsible for developing and proposing the scientific
opinions of the Authority, inchiding the assessment of food safety risks, and requesting
information and research directed at providing information for the assessment of food

safety risks.
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46.3

£6.5

46.7

46.8

The Scientific Commiitee will adopt s working procedures, in relbfion & the preparaiion
of stiendific opinion on mafters o
conformity with intemmational best

46.2.1 The existence of any working groups to consider specialized subjects;
46.2.2 The manner in which tasks and requests for scientific opinions are assigned to the

Scientific Commitiee;
4523 The crestion and oren o of the working groups of the Scientific Commitice
and the possibility of externa! experts being included in those waozking groups;
75 belng invited to meetings of the Scientific Commitiee

46.2.4 The possibility of obseresy
vieking proups;
46.2.5 The possibility of orpanizing

The Scientific Committee shall be composed of six independent scientific experts with
relevant qualifications and experience; whose term of appointment will be for three 3)

The Scientific Committee shall ¢
members.

The Scientific Committee shall provide an opinion by a majority of their members.
Minority opinions shall be record

The representatives of the Food Authority shall be entitled to be present in the meetings
of the Scientific Committee and the working groups. If invited to do so, they may assist
for the purposes of clarification or information but shall not seek to influence discussions.

Chapter 47: Scientific Opinions

47.1

The Scientific Committee shall issue 2 scientific opinion:
47.1.1 At the request of the Board of Directors, in respect of any matter within its
: mission and in all cases where national legislation makes provision for the
Scientific Committee to be ulted;

47.1.2 On its own initiative, on matters falling within its mission.
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472

£7.3

474

Requests referred to in Section 47.1 above shall be accompanied by background
information explaming the scientific issue fo be addressed.

The Scientific Committee shall issue scientific opinions within the time limit specified in
the requests for opinions, except in duly justified circumstances.

Where different requests are made on the same issues or where the request is not in
accordance with Section 472, or is unclear, or where it has already delivered an opinion
on a specific topic and it concludss that there is no new information to be considered, the
Scientific Commitiee may either refuse or propose amendments 10 a reguest for an
opinion in consultation with the Director General. Justification for any refusal shall be
given fo the Hoard of Directors.

Chapter 48: Diverging Scientific Opinions

48.1

48.2

The Scientific Committee shall exercise vigilance in order to identify at an early stage
any potential source of divergence between ifs scientific opinions and the scientific
opinions issued by other bodies carrving out similar tasks whether in the Republic of
Liberia or elsewhere.

Where the Scientific Committee identifies a potential source of divergence, it shall
contact the body in question fo engure that all relevant scientific information is shared and
in order to identify potentially confentious scientific issues.

Chapter 49: Stakeholder Consultative Forum

%

49.1

45.2

4.3

5.4

48.5

The Stakeholder Consultative Foruen shall be composed of between twelve (12) and
twenty-four (24) representatives of organizations and groups holding a valid interest in
the safety of food and feeds.

The members of the Stakeholder Consultative Forum shall be appointed by the Board of
Directors from a list of candidates following publication in the national media of a call
for expressions of interest in membership of the Forum.

Members of the Board of Directors, the Scientific Committee or employees of the
Government of Liberia may not|be voting members of the Stakeholder Consuliative
Forum. However, the Director Geperal shall be an ex-officio member of the Stakeholder

Consuliative Forum.

The Stakeholder Consuliative shall advise the Director General in the performance of his
duties under this Act, in particular in drawing up a proposal for the Authority’s work
program. The Director General may also ask the Stakeholder Consultative Forum for
advice on the priorities of requests for scientific opinions.

The Stakeholder Consultative Forum shall constitife a mechanism for an exchange of
information on potential risks and the pooling of knowledge. It shall ensure close
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cooperation between the Authority and organizations and groups holding a valid interest
in the safety of food and feeds.

in those circumstances where the Authority needs to
fRon on ﬁxcﬁxiﬁ{hnesﬁofﬁsﬁm
4963 Risk csmmumcauon where the Authority identifics or otherwise obtains
information of an emerging risk.
4877
458
89

49.18 The Stakeholder Consultative Forum may invite representatives from other relevant
bodies to take part fo participate in the work of the Forum. Such individuals will be

without voling rights.
Chapter 50: " Fees and Expenses

¢ shall receive a fee for their services and shall be
reimbursed for their expenses in undertaking responsibilities on behalf of the Authority.

582 Members of the Scientific Co

503 Amounts of expenses and fees paid by the Authority to named individuals participating in
the Board of Directors, the Stakeholder Consultative Forum, the Scientific Commitice

shall be stated in the annual accounts of the Authority.

PART FOURTEEN: POWERS RESPONSIBILITIES OF COMPETENT

AUTHORITY
Chapter 51: Authorized Officers

5L.1 The Competent authority may authprize any public officer to act as an authorized officer
for the purposes of implementing the responsibility of the competent authority under this
Act.

36




51.2

513

The powers of the authorized officer shall be limited fo the jurisdiction of the competent
authority by which he/she is authgrized.

The Competent authority shall i1ssue to every person authorized to act as an authorized
officer a certificate of his authori

Chapter 52: Powers of Authorized Officers

52.1

52.2

52.3

524

52.8

Ax guthorized officer may:

52.1.1 At any reasonable hour or whenever works is in progress in any establishment and
search that establishment for the purposes of determining the existence, nature
and extent of any trade or business in food or feed.

52.1.2 Examine any food or feed product in any establishment to which he believes this
Act applies, take samples thercof and examine anything which he believes is used
ar capable of being used for the preparation of any food or feed.

52.1.3 Stop search or detain any vehicle, vessel or aircraft in which he believes that any
food or feed to which this Act applies is conveyed, examine the food or feed and
take savaples thereof]

52.1.4 Open and examine any receptacle or package which he believes contains any food

or feed to which this Acts
52.1.5 Call for any books, docum,
contain any information

plied, examine the article and tske samples thereof
ents or other records in any medium which he believes
ievant to the enforcement of this Act with respect fo

any food or feed, make copies thereof and take extracts therefrom;

52.1.6 Seize and detain for such time as may be necessary, any food or feed by means of,
or in relation to which, hefshe believes the Act, or the conditional of an approval
issued under this Act, have been confravened;

52.1.7 Exercise any other lawful functions assigned to him/her by the Compefent

Authority.

An authorized officer shall in the

sxercise of his/her powers under Section (1) if required

by any person affected thercby, product his certificate of authority issued by him/her

under Chapter 51.

An authorized officer shall release any food or feed seized by him/her under Section (1)
of this Chapter where he/she is satisfied that the provisions of this Act in relation to the
food or feed have been complied with.

Where any authorized officer is unable to obtain the consent required under Section (4)

for the destruction or disposal of

the food or feed referred to under that section, he/she

may after the issue of writfen notice to the owner or the person in whose possession the
food or feed was at the time of seizure, arrange for the destruction or disposal of the food

or feed.

Where an authorized officer is ungﬁe 1o obtain the consent reguired under Section 4 for

the destruction or disposal of the £

od or feed referred to under that Section, he/she may

31




5186

52.7

52.8

Chapter 53: Duties and Responsibilities
 Authorities

53.2

533

after the issue of written notice tq the owner or the person in whose possession the food
or feed was at the time seizure, ammange for the destruction or disposal of the food or feed.

The owner or occupier or perso
authorized officer pursuant to Sec

in charge of any establishment entered into by an

ion 52.1 or any employee found therein or any person

who when requested to give informpation or any assistance to an authorized officer:

52.6.1 Fails to give the information or assistance reasonably requested; or

52.6.2 Knowingly makes any sta

ent which he knows or believes 1o be false or does

not believe to be true is guilty of an offense under the Penal Laws of Liberia.

Any person who willfully obstru
under this Act is guilty of an offt

Any person who without the wri
or interferes in any way with any
under the Penal Laws of Liberia.

an authorized officer in the execution of his functions
uvander the Penal Laws of Liberia.

n permission of an authorized officer, removes, alters

or feed seized under this Act is guilty of an offense

of Authorized Officers and Members of Competent

al business whick is obfained by the Competent

authemy durmg tﬁe caurse of oﬁ:wxal control under this Chapter, or of risk analysis,

shall, without the previous consent
disciosed except:

in writing of the person carrying on the business, be

53.1.1 In accordance with directions of the Director General, so far as may be necessary
for the purposes of the Act;jor
33.1.2 For the purposes of any proceedings for an offense against the order or any report

of those proceedings; and any

person who discloses any such information in

coniravention of this Section shall be guilty of an offense under Chapter 12 of the Penal

Law of Liberia.

Any suthorized offficer or membe
conflict between his personal am

of a Competent Authority who becomes aware of a
professional interests defined in accordance with

Section 44.1.10 shall limit his professional duties so as to reduce or eliminate such

conflict.

In the case of a conflict of inte
declaration shall be made to the

mvolving the head of a Competent Authority, the
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PART FIFTEEN: OFFENSES AND DEFENSES

Chapter 54: Offenses

54.1

54,2

54.3

Chapter 55: Due Diligence Defense

582

Chapier 86: Appeals

56.1

Any person who contravenes the provisions of this Act shall be guilty of an indictable
offense under the Laws of Liberia.

Where this Act defines an offense not already described in the existing Laws of Liberia,
they shall be subject to a fine not exceeding US$25,000.60 or imprisonment not
exceeding five years or both..

Nothing in this Act shall be constrited as precluding a party injured by a violation of this
Act from seeking civil remedy under the laws of Liberia.

mooceedings for an of
be a defense for the person ol
mm@mm@fm.

5522 mm it o the Repulilic

defense under Section I if befshe satis! 3

35.2.3 the commission of the offense was cﬁm fg} an mgﬁ delzoll of another parson who
was not under his/her control, or to reliance on information supplied by such a
person; and

55.2.4 That he carried out all such checks of the food in question as were reasonable in

ail the circumstances, or that it was reasonable in all the circumstances for him to rely on

checks carried out by the person who supplied the food to him.

Whete the Competent Authority has faken action to ensure that an alleged contravention
is corrected by a food or feed business operator, the food or feed business operator may

appeal on the basis that:

56.1.1The act or omission in qnesﬁIxz does not confravene the provisions of this Act.

56.1.2 The measures taken by the Competent Authority are not proportionste to the

confravention.

56.1.3 That in the case of food destroyed or disposed of under Chapter 53(5), that the

food was not unfit for human consumption.
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362  The onus of proof in the case of appeal is on the food or feed business operator.

PART SIXTEEN: NOMINATION OF COMPETENT AUTHORITY

Chapter 57: Nomination of Competent Authority

57.1

§7.2

5§73

574

578

In respect of risk analysis, risk commumication and risk management in relation to the
safety of food and feeds, the Competent Authority is the Food Authority.

In respect of official control in relation to the safety of food and feed, the Competent
Authority is the Food Authority.

In respect of officiat control at the level of primary production and subsequent processing
of food regarding regulations governing food quality under this Act, the Competent
Authority is the Food Authority.

In respect of official control at retgaii level regarding regulations governing food quality
under this Act, the Competent Authority is the Food Authority.

The Competent Authority nomin by this Chapter may delegate some or all of their
responsibilities to another public body subject to:
57.5.1 Authorization of the Board, after taking the advice of the Food Control Advisory
Commitiee specified in C 58.
57.3.2 Clear definition of the scope of delegation
57.5.3 Adequate arrangements being in place for the monitoring of the implementation of
the delegated responsibilities, incﬂ:lvding the preparation of annual inspection plans and
reports according to Chapter 34 which are subject to the approval of the delegating
authority.

Chapter 58: Foed Control Advisory Committee

58.1

There is hereby established the Foad Control Advisory Committes with the responsibility
for: »
58.2.1 monitoring and implementation of food and feed laws and regulations with & view

to ensuring that they mect national objectives and comply with international

commitments
58.2.2 Advising the Government of the Republic of Liberia on the performance of the
Food Authority and its structures| including the delegation of responsibility to other
bodies under Section 57.5.
58.2.3 Advising the Government of the Republic of Liberia on policy with regard to food

safety and quality matters.
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38.2  The composition of the Food Control Advisory Committee shall include the Ministers of
Health, Agriculiure, and Commerge and Industry.

38.3 'The publication of regulations in respect of food and feed safety and in respect of food
quality under this Act shall be undertaken by the Authority, subiect to the advice of the
Food Control Advisory Commitieg.

384 The Authority will provide secretariat services to the Food Cantrol Advisory Commiittee,

PART SEVENTEEN: TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS

Chapter 59: Transition

The Inter-Ministerial Food Safety Emergency Committee mentioned in Chapter 39, headed by
the Minister of Health shall immediately ipon the passage of this Act convene as the organizing
committee of the Liberia Food Authority, The first order of business shall be the nomination of
candidates for the Board of Directors, to include the Director General to the President for
appointment.

Deputy Director General for Techni
Administration. The Deputy Director G
Deputy and shall oversee the Departynen
Consumption Services. The Deputy Di
JDepartments of Administration; Finance;

7 Board candidates for
Services and Deputy Director General for
eral for Technical Services shall be the Principal
of Food; Beverages; International Trade; and Final

The Orgenizing Commitiee shall determing units and personnel and assets of their agencies to be
incorporated into the Food Authority at ity formation, who shall remain on the payroll during the
transition.

The transition would be completed within the period of a single year.

Article 60: Effective Date

This Act takes effect immediately upon publication info handbills.
ANY LAWS TO THE CONTRARY NOTWITHSTANDING
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-2019-

SECOND SESSION OF THE FIFTY-FOURTH
LEGISLATURE OF THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA

HOUSE’S ENGROSSED BILL NO. 28 ENTITLED:

“AN ACT TO AMEND CHAPTER 28 OF THE EXECUTIVE LAW
OF 1972 TO PROVIDE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
LIBERIA FERTILIZER REGULATORY DIVISION WITHIN
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULT

On Motion, Bill read. On motion, the Bill was adopted
on its first reading and sent to committee Room on
Tuesday, February 19, 2019 @ 12:48 G.M.T.

-2019-

SECOND SESSION OF THE FIFTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE
OF THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA

SENATE’S ENDORSEMENT TO HOUSE'S ENGROSSED BILL
NO. 28 ENTITLED:

“AN ACT TO AMEND CHAPTER 28 OF THE EXECUTIVE LAW
OF 1972 TO PROVIDE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
LIBERIA FERTILIZER REGULATORY DIVISION WITHIN
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE”

On Motion, the Bill was read. On Motion, the Bill was
adopted on its first reading and sent to committee
room on Thursday, May 30, 2019 @ 13:15 G.M.T.

On motion, Bill taken from the Committee Room for its
second reading. On motion, under the suspension of the
rule, the second reading of the Bill constituted its third
and final reading and the Bill was adopted, passed into
the full force of the law and ordered engrossed today,
Tuesday, May 28, 2019 @ 13:28 G.M.T. during its
Regular Session.

\ M&r@ ?% A fv?mj
CHIEF OFH? HOUSE OF wmeMmH2H>Hgm R.L.

On Motion, Bill was taken from the Committee room
for its second reading. On Motion, under the
suspension of the rule, the second reading of the Bill
Constituted its third and final reading and the Bill was
adopted, passed into the full force of the law and
ordered engrossed 8&? Thursday, August 29, 2019

@ 14:22 G.MLT. \A
>

SECRETARY, Ewn&émgﬁm. R.L.
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THE HONORABLE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Capitol Building
P.O. Box 9005
Monrovia, Liberia
Website: www.legislature.gov.ir
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| Office of the Chicf, Clerk:

-2019-

SECOND SESSION OF THE FIFTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE OF THE REPUBLIC
OF LIBERIA

SCHEDULE OF HOUSE’S ENROLLED BILL NO. 13 ENTITLED:

“AN ACT TO AMEND THE EXECUTIVE AW OF LIBERIA 10
CREATE A NATIONAL FOOD AND FEED QUALITY AND SAFETY
ACT”

PRESENTED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA FOR EXCCUTIVE
APPROVAL

APPROVED THIS: . /. 7%‘ DAY OF gﬁéoéz 402019

AT THE HOUR OF / [ 7P
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